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As a growing spiritual community of believers we need regular encouragement,
inspiration, and education to maintain our common identity. The news from your
church, school or ministry is unique, and unless someone local writes about it,
the rest of us may never know. Your story will share ideas we can try in our own
local communities, and it will help us all stay connected as an extended Northwest
family, working together on God’s great commission.
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Here are a few basics and examples of
the stories and style of writing that we are

looking for.

€ DO use a news article style of
writing — putting the who,
what, where, when of the event
in your first paragraph or two,
adding additional comments or
information towards the end.

4 DO include a comment or
two from other participants or
attendees — what they thought,
what they gained from the
experience.

¢ DO consider describing the
impact of the project or event on
individuals, the church or the
community.

¢ DO submit your story as soon as

possible. We often decline stories

that are more than two to three
months past the event date.

DON'T use “passive voice” — “The
seminar was presented by Ron
Smith.” Instead use “active voice” —
“Ron Smith presented the seminar.”

DON’T describe a weekend event by
narrating chronologically through
each speaker and topic of the
weekend. Instead, describe the main
focus, one or two highlights of the
event and why this impacted the
church or community.

DON'T write a promotional story
about an upcoming event. We only
use stories that describe events that
have actually occurred.

DON'T editorialize, sermonize, or
fundraise in a news article. Report
the facts, but don’t preach.

DON'T include terms or phrases
that only Adventists can interpret.
Write as if you were presenting this
to your local community newspaper.




This lead
_ sentence grabs our
interest and provide i
s b
facts of WHAT, WHEIEEéC
WHEN and WHO. ,

S e 4 z z ’ e ] ‘ zﬂ ] -
hurch members invited their

When Joyful Grove Adventist C
in them during the evening of April 27 fora
they were amazed with the

community to jo
vegetarian cooking demonstration,

response.

Quick summary of
th:le'e\'rening establishes the
gze ibility of the speaker and
adds to the basic facts about th
event without laboring over )
details.

More than 150 members and guests packed into the church

multi-purpose room to watch Betty Crockpot, local registered
dietician, Jemonstrate the making of seven simple recipes.
Crockpot shared samples of the completed dishes and invited

candid response. At the end of the evening, she also presented
each person with a new vegetarian cookbook.

Church members enjoyed the opportunity to connect with
new friends from the community. «] sat next to the assistant
» gaid Alice Fillibuster,

manager of the market where 1 shop,

Joyful Grove project coordinator. «Ag a result of this seminar,

he’s planning t0 stock some new vegetarian items.”
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. Effective finish
with another “testimonial”
that underscores how this
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This is the most 1€¢
presentations sponsored by the church. “We were placed in

this town to make a difference,” said Hardy Plank, pastor, “and
we now have friends in the community who realize W€ really

care about their quality of life.”

Jane Doe, participant
(838) 234-5555

janedoel @emaﬂ.com
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main presenter?
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